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A Grand Rochester Renovation by SKC Designs
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Minneapolis Renter Reveals the Beautiful Reality of Apartment Living
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Picture-Perfect Patio Furniture by Loll Designs
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What began seven years ago as a modest bedding project has transformed into a complete interior renovation for a home in Rochester’s Mayo Woodlands neighborhood. As a longtime client of SKC Designs, the homeowner put her trust in Sarah Conti, founder, when her husband passed away a few years ago—yearning for a refreshed space that was personalized to her and her lifestyle. The homeowner’s goal was clear: Infuse the interior with a warm and welcoming ambience. Conti says, “She wanted the home to be family-friendly, but she also wanted the home to be beautiful and aesthetically pleasing for all the entertaining she does.”
From the start, Conti sought to balance the architectural grandeur of the home with the homeowner’s personal style. Guided by both the client’s prized collection of original artworks and her love for Lake Superior, Conti crafted a color palette and selection of materials that effortlessly balanced one another. For instance, she used the client’s favorite colors, blue and orange, to infuse the design with personality while also complementing the original architecture’s natural elements, like the grand stone fireplace in the great room. “Weaving these threads through the design, honoring nature, speaking to the client’s interests and lifestyle, and bringing balance to all of that creates a beautiful interior that feels very natural,” she explains.
When embarking on the redesign, the first step involved updating and arranging furnishings for the spaces. “The furniture arrangement and quality of furniture was not very functional,” she explains. “I worked with [the client] to select fabrics, patterns, and textures that would bring more harmony and cohesiveness to the home.” In the great room, specifically, Conti was able to calm the space and make the grand room feel cozy, incorporating furnishings that “hug you,” she says. Most of the furnishings throughout the home were custom, some of which Conti designed herself, ensuring color and fabric selections would work well for the home’s many visitors.

Downstairs, a casual-style family room, which Conti just recently finished, prioritizes family-friendly functionality. “When her grandkids come over now, there’s a place to play games and watch movies,” she says. “I created an experience for her in that space that has really changed the way she interacts with her grandchildren and family.” And with a flexible layout, the room also acts as a secondary dining area when the homeowner is entertaining.
But Conti’s favorite room in the home is the lower-level guest bedroom—complete with a dramatic G P & J Baker wallpaper that features blue hydrangeas and birds. With goals of making the room feel warm and inviting, Conti also custom-designed an upholstered bedframe and worked alongside a cabinetmaker to craft perfectly sized nightstands. The resulting room is described by Conti and the homeowner as “cocoon-y,” with Conti stating, “I’m so drawn to this space. The client said to me, ‘Sarah, if you ever need a break, you can just come and sleep in this room. This could be your room.’”
As the project nears completion, Conti’s focus is now on the finishing touches—from updating the lighting to refreshing the window treatments. “To be honest, I’ve touched every space in this house,” she says. And although the team is still wrapping up the final details, the client now truly feels at home. “All her friends and family that come to visit, whether it be for personal, social, or business gatherings, continue to compliment her on her house. They stay. They linger. They feel at home in her home.”
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Aulik Design GroupPhoto by Spacecrafting
In today’s fast-paced world, the desire to slow down and reconnect with nature has never been more prevalent. As we seek solace in our homes, natural elements are making their way into many different forms of design. And while some homes boast a completely biophilic approach, there are smaller, simpler ways of bringing the outdoors in.
Light & Connectivity

Natural light is the cornerstone of any nature-inspired interior. Prioritizing light in spaces not only brightens things up but also fosters a sense of openness and connection with the outdoors. Take this primary bath by Home Design by Annie, for instance, in which the bathtub is positioned in its own bright, open area. Framing views of both the property’s gazebo and the lake, expansive windows on each side offer effortless connection with the island setting.
Natural Materials

Embrace the warmth and authenticity of natural materials to evoke an earthy, grounded feeling within your space. In this rustic Rochester bathroom by Interiors by J. Curry, dark and cedar wood tones, herringbone wood-look tile floors, and pebble tile all work together to create feelings of an outdoor retreat. Sculpted large-format tiles on the shower walls also contribute to the nature theme, with patterns mimicking the natural trickling of water.
Earthy Colors

Warm browns, soft greens, and calming blues evoke feelings of tranquility and create effortless harmony with exterior spaces. This bathroom project by Citydeskstudio is a perfect representation, boasting a wall of green, yellow, and cream tiles. The accent wall, which stretches the length of the space, shimmers in the glow of natural sunlight.
Water

Perhaps the most under-recognized means of connecting interiors with nature, water features bring a natural ambience to homes. Whether it’s a small indoor fountain, a fish tank, or rain shower, the sound and sight of water encourage relaxation and rejuvenation. But this spa conservatory by Conservatory Craftsmen takes nature-inspired design to the next level. The glass lantern design allows hot air to be released by an automated window that connects to the outdoors.
Greenery

No nature-inspired interior is complete without the addition of greenery. Not only do plants improve air quality, but they also add vibrant pops of color to any room. In this kitchen by Kenzo Construction and Milton House Design Collective, subtle pops of green bring life (both figurately and literally) to the main workspaces.
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The ASID MN 2024 Awards Gala, set to take place on April 18th at The View in Minneapolis, promises to be an unforgettable evening celebrating the pinnacle of design innovation and talent. This prestigious event brings together industry leaders, designers, and enthusiasts for a night of glamour, inspiration, and recognition.
At the heart of the Gala is the acknowledgment of outstanding projects that exemplify creativity and ingenuity. From residential to commercial spaces, the awards highlight the best of the best, showcasing remarkable achievements in design. Beyond projects, the Gala also shines a spotlight on exceptional individuals with special awards, including Emerging Talent, Designer of Distinction, Tom Gunkelman Legacy Award for Mentorship, and Industry Partner Star.
The Gala isn’t just a celebration; it’s an opportunity for professionals to network, share ideas, and be inspired by the remarkable work within the industry. Attendees can expect a night filled with excitement, camaraderie, and the chance to connect with fellow design enthusiasts.

Tickets for the ASID MN 2024 Awards Gala are available for purchase until March 22, 2024. The pricing structure caters to various attendee preferences, with options for individual tickets, student rates, and VIP tables for those looking to elevate their experience.
Regular registration offers tickets for ASID MN members, non-members, and students. For those interested in hosting a group, entire tables that seat 10 guests can be reserved, offering an ideal setting for networking and celebration. VIP tables provide an elevated experience, with perks such as celebrity parking passes, champagne, premium seating, and recognition for sponsors.
The Gala itinerary promises an evening filled with excitement and entertainment. Kicking off with a happy hour at 5:30 p.m., attendees can mingle and connect before the main event. At 6:45 p.m., guests are called to take their seats as dinner service begins and the anticipation builds towards the highlight of the evening: the presentation of awards. This segment recognizes the exceptional talent and contributions that define the ASID MN community.
Following the awards presentation, the festivities continue with a DJ and an after-party starting at 9:15 p.m., offering a chance for attendees to unwind, celebrate, and forge lasting connections.
The ASID MN 2024 Gala, Night at the Awards, is more than just a night of recognition—it’s a celebration of excellence, creativity, and the vibrant design community. With its inspiring projects, distinguished honorees, and engaging atmosphere, the Gala promises to be an unforgettable event for all who attend.
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Photos courtesy of Loll Designs  

The long-loved Platform One collection at Duluth-based Loll Designs has expanded with new products including a chaise lounge, daybed, and swivel table. Initially launched in spring 2020, “the collection was designed to be modular and built upon from day one, and by its namesake, it is truly a great platform to build on,” says Brian King, brand and marketing director at Loll Designs. Using the full-length cushions from the original Platform sofa as a base, the Loll Designs team discovered that removing the backrests and using them like beds created a new lounging solution that worked perfectly for patios and poolside living. “And of course, if you’re lollygagging poolside, it’s nice to have a cool beverage next to you, which is why the integrated swivel table was added as well,” King explains.
These new product offerings come with customizable colors, fabrics, and styles. Pair them with original items from the collection—such as the sectional sofa, coffee table, or ottoman—for a completed, cohesive look.
Visit here to browse the new pieces.

Platform One Daybed With Table (Charcoal Grey, Cushion Fabric Color: Cast Silver), $2,595 | Platform One Bolster Cushion (Cushion Fabric Color: Cast Silver), $295 | bläanks + loll Throw Blanket (Rugiada/Greggio), $225

Platform One Chaise Lounge (Charcoal Grey, Cushion Fabric Color: Cast Silver), $2,245 | bläanks + loll Throw Blanket (Rugiada/Greggio), $225 | Chilewich Round Floor Mat (Denim), $695 | Tall Lollygagger Lounge Chair (Charcoal Grey), $895 | Satellite End Table (Sky Blue, Round, 18-inch), $295

Platform One Chaise Lounge (Charcoal Grey, Cushion Fabric Color: Cast Silver), $2,245 | bläanks + loll Square Pillow (Carallow/Rugiada/Greggio), $145
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As any renter knows, there are often rules and regulations in place that restrict how you can customize your space. With this limitation comes the challenge of infusing these temporary homes with character and personality—especially when signing a lease for only 12 months. But it’s not impossible to make your mark, as shown through Instagram personality Hannah Ellingson’s viral Minneapolis apartment. The 600-square-foot industrial unit bursts with colorful creativity, and Ellingson has made sure to document the design process since she first moved in.
Since 2022, Ellingson has shared her journey furnishing and decorating her space—all the while garnering a loyal 58.4K following on Instagram. “This is my first apartment on my own, and I’ve always wanted to decorate a place that feels 100% me,” she says. “When I moved into this apartment, I posted a few reels as I began decorating, and they went viral. I had no idea interior design was a niche on Instagram, and I unintentionally gained this following.”
But the process of finding the picture-perfect space did not come so easy. She says, “After a few months of apartment searching, my ‘must-have’ list turned into a ‘can’t-afford-but-would-be-nice’ list.” However, with a stroke of luck, she stumbled upon the property management listing for her apartment just six minutes after it was posted. The one-bedroom unit immediately felt like home, with south-facing windows, lofted ceilings, and a bright, open layout capturing her heart.

“I knew I had a unique industrial space, and I was just itching to juxtapose it with soft, feminine, and colorful pieces that felt like me,” Ellingson describes. With her first taste of independence, she prioritized aesthetics over functionality, opting for pieces that spoke to her style rather than practicality. She continues, “I get a lot of people who say, ‘That couch can’t be comfortable,’ and to that I say, ‘It isn’t, but I don’t care!’”
Adhering to a budget during the design process, Ellingson assembled a vast collection of thrifted furnishings, Facebook Marketplace finds, and DIY decor. On Facebook, specifically, she has developed an obsession for finding the best, most unique products, stating, “My biggest tip is to set Facebook notifications if you’re looking for something specific. I also like to set my radius up to 100 miles; I’ve driven four hours round-trip for pieces I’ve really wanted.” In the Twin Cities, some of her favorite spots for home goods include Stranger & Co., findfurnish, and Golden Age Design.
When it came to the more dated features of the space, Ellingson used renter-friendly tactics to personalize and upgrade them to match her style. For instance, the countertops in the kitchen were originally a concrete gray color that disrupted the room’s color palette. To bring continuity into the space, she used matte black waterproof contact paper to match the appliances. The black and white checkered tile in the bathroom was another addition by Ellingson, with peel-and-stick paper from Amazon hiding the linoleum underneath.
Although Ellingson has been able to craft a completely individualized space through various design details, her artwork is where her personality shines. “I think my favorite parts of my apartment are the ones that are truly unique,” she says. “The paintings in my living room and bedroom have a special place in my heart because I painted them myself. I couldn’t afford quality art of that size, so out of necessity, I was able to create something I loved. I’ve even repainted them a few times as my style has evolved over the years.”





With her newfound passion and popularity, Ellingson now posts about each beautiful moment in her home, many of which showcase Poppy, the apartment puppy. She reminisces on her journey thus far, stating, “It’s been such a fun experience. I truly love the art of creating content and sharing inspiration with online friends across the world.”
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Brainerd Retreat – Albertsson Hansen Architecture
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Completed in 2020, this vacation home was constructed to replace an original two-story walkout cabin from the 1940s, while also retaining its essence and elevating amenities. Practicality meets luxury with generous laundry and pantry storage, as well as a transitional sand room on the lower level. The grey washed cedar paneling and granite-faced fireplace contribute to the rustic interior, while expansive fixed glass windows frame panoramic lake views and invite the outdoors in with natural ventilation. Casual dining and cozy living areas maximize space, while hidden stairs lead to both the guest quarters above and the recreation room, two bedrooms, and sand room below. aharchitecture.com
Boo Bay Rustic – Nor-Son Custom Builders
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This rustic vacation cottage was designed to reflect classic Minnesota cabin life, showcasing the beauty of reclaimed wood sourced from the upper Midwest. Handcrafted details, including hand-hewn timber siding and native Minnesota fieldstone, evoke Old World charm while embracing modern efficiency. In the kitchen, vibrant red cabinetry adds a playful contrast to the natural wood found on the custom range hood. But the adjacent great room’s captivating two-story masonry wood-burning fireplace acts as the main-level focal point. Outside, a lakeside covered patio—covered in flagstone with a fieldstone base—invites leisurely moments. With a guest house and garage remodeled to match the main home, the classic cabin seamlessly melds with the Bay Lake setting. nor-soncustombuilders.com
Gull’s Rest – Rehkamp Larson Architects & Spitzack Builders Inc.
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Inspired by the charm of an original guesthouse on East Gull Lake, the owners of this lakeside property yearned for a larger main house that captured the spirit of the smaller structure. With an angled design and balanced asymmetry, the layout is divided with private spaces on one side and communal areas on the other. Traditional elements like the stone fireplace and warm wood interiors harmonize with contemporary touches such as the colored cabinetry and expansive black-frame windows. Other thoughtful details, from strategically placed artwork to a central library with views of the lake, ensure character exudes from every corner. rehkamplarson.com, spitzackbuilders.com
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